
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Center for Biosaline Agriculture - ICBA is an international, non-profit organization that 
aims to strengthen agricultural productivity in marginal and saline environments through identifying, 

testing and facilitating access to sustainable solutions for food, nutrition and income security. 
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I. GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.1 Background and Purpose 

In line with ICBA’s objective of increasing environmental sustainability and cost efficiencies, ICBA 
would like to generate clean renewable electricity from the sun. ICBA seeks written proposal from 
qualified vendors to install a solar PV grid-tied system to power ICBA facilities and enter into a lease 
contract for the usage of generated power. 
ICBA wants a solar electric system to decrease electric bill and be protected against future utility rate 
increases by getting all the electricity directly from the sun, which never sends a bill to DEWA.  
ICBA would like to generate from the solar system approximately 1,300,000 kWh/year, without 
burning fuel or emitting greenhouse gases and other pollutants. 
 
ICBA Location:  
Location: United Arab Emirates-Dubai.  
Latitude: 25.0947  
Longitude: 55.389 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

ICBA Electricity Bills Table:  

 

 
 
 
 
In the middle of 2017, ICBA applied some measures to save energy consumptions like shutting down 
the AC after 6 PM and during the weekends, which decreased the total consumptions by around 
30% but our calculation for the PV system should be on the maximum consumptions since 2016 until 
today. 
  
Below is the data for monthly power consumption as per DEWA monthly bills:  
 

DATE Total Consumption 
(KWh) BILL AMOUNT (AED) 

Jan-16 65,083                             27,986  

Feb-16 57,967                             24,335  

Mar-16 65,867                             27,853  

Apr-16 86,750                             37,144  

May-16 103,900                             44,776  

Jun-16 143,400                             62,353  

Jul-16 150,066                             64,528  
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DATE Total Consumption 
(KWh) BILL AMOUNT (AED) 

Aug-16 167,167                             72,929  

Sep-16 136,567                             59,312  

Oct-16 140,984                             61,278  

Nov-16 102,017                             43,938  

Dec-16 80,084                             34,177  

Jan-17 71,600                             30,402  

Feb-17 66,850                             28,746  

Mar-17 55,333                             23,793  

Apr-17 77,133                             33,167  

May-17 110,850                             47,666  

Jun-17 103,916                             44,684  

Jul-17 111,583                             47,981  

Aug-17 125,116                             53,800  

Sep-17 113,834                             49,196  

Oct-17 95,984                             41,253  

Nov-17 84,900                             36,321  

Dec-17 59,383                             24,966  

Jan-18 51,233                             21,580  

Feb-18 46,950                             20,404  

Mar-18 51,383                             22,476  

Apr-18 71,400                             31,829  

May-18 80,434                             36,050  

Jun-18 103,500                             46,827  

Jul-18 104,650                             47,365  

Aug-18 110,500                             50,098  

Sep-18 91,634                             41,283  

Oct-18 85,684                             38,503  

Nov-18 64,133                             28,433  

Dec-18 54,950                             24,142  

Jan-19 57,000                             25,100  

Feb-19 51,000                             22,297  

Mar-19 73,000                             32,576  

Apr-19 89,000                             40,052  



 

 

DATE Total Consumption 
(KWh) BILL AMOUNT (AED) 

May-19 97,000                             43,790  

Jun-19 126,000                             57,341  

Jul-19 118,000                             53,603  

Aug-19 122,000                             55,472  

Sep-19 124,000                             56,406  

 
Solar System Proposed location and layout:  
 
ICBA would like to build the solar system in the campus of ICBA research station on the soil service 
level. In the following photo there is ICBA Headquarter layout: 
 

 
 
The proposed location and connections for PV solar system in the following photos: 
 



 

 

 
 
ICBA wants a Grid-Connected Solar PV System with a capacity of 785 KW approximately, to provide 
the energy needed to operate all ICBA facilities with zero electricity bill expenses from DEWA and a 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
Utilizing the Roofed Facilities:  
 
ICBA is looking at utilizing the roofed facilities as an option for the solar panel’s location. The 
proposal should include this option and define the feasibility and related costs.  
The identified roofed facilities are shown on the following layout:  

 
 
Also, the contractor should identify the civil work required for any roof and all related costs. 
 
 

1.2      Deadlines 

Deliverable Deadline 
Closing date for submission of proposals   November 27th, 2019 
 



 

 

1.3     Submission of Proposals  

Submissions should be handed over in a plain sealed envelope marked: 

RFP for ICBA Grid-connected Solar PV system Project  to ICBA’s head office reception or shared 
through the ICBA Procurement portal: https://procurement.biosaline.org 

1.4    Proposal Contents 

Proposal responses should include the following: 
 

a. The Bidder company valid trade license 
b. Technical Proposal 
c. Financial Proposal 
d. Authorization letters from DEWA and Dubai Government for installation of the solar system 

as well approval for the grid connection 
e. Portfolio of similar jobs 
f. If additional services are proposed, they should be identified separately 

1.5    Validity of Proposal 

Proposals must remain valid and open for the acceptance of ICBA for at least, 90 days from the RFP 
closing date. Proposals specifying a shorter acceptance period may be considered as non- responsive 
proposals. 

1.6   Incomplete and Late Offers 

Incomplete and late proposals will not be accepted. It is the bidder’s responsibility to ensure that the 
proposal is submitted complete, on time and in accordance with the RFP terms and conditions. 

1.7   Inquiries 

Bidders may submit questions in writing through e-mail to the following address and before the 
deadline stated above: 
 
Contact name:   Ms. Imane Boujidane 

 Head of Procurement 
Tel. no. :   009714 304 6301 
Email :   Procurement@biosaline.org.ae 
 
Any prospective bidders seeking to arrange directly individual meetings with ICBA employees 
concerning this contract during the bidding period may be excluded from the bidding process. 

1.8    Alteration of Proposals 

Bidders may alter their proposals by written notification prior to the deadline for submission of 
proposals stated in this RFP. No proposals may be altered after this deadline. 

1.9   Eligible Bidder 

Bidders considered eligible to submit proposals are defined as follows: 

• Any entity/organization that is legally registered to do business in the UAE and can 
provide a valid certificate of legal registration/trade license and VAT Certificate. 

• The contractor should not be less than L.L.C and should have 8 to 10 years of 
experience in the UAE market. 

• The contractor should have a minimum of 2 similar projects in the UAE in his profile. 

https://procurement.biosaline.org/
mailto:Procurement@biosaline.org.ae


 

 

• Bidder must have the technical and financial capacity to perform this Contract 
successfully. 

• The contractor should submit clear proposal to ICBA for leasing the solar system with 
the rate for 15, 20- and 25-years lease tenure. 

• Bidder should be listed with DEWA and registered in the SHAMS Dubai program for 
DEWA. 
If the contractor wishes to engage a third-party company to do the full/partial scope of 
work, ICBA needs to be notified with all the details such as Name of the company, 
Trade License, Scope of work etc. ICBA reserves the right to approve or reject the 
third party or sub-contractor. 

  

1.10   Costs for preparing proposals 

ICBA will not be liable for any costs incurred in connection to the preparation and submission of 
proposals even if ICBA decides to reject all the proposals or cancel the bid. 
Issuance of this RFP in no way constitutes a commitment by ICBA to award a contract. 

1.11   Clarification 

During the evaluation process, ICBA may request additional information and samples from bidders if 
it is necessary for further clarifications in regard to the submitted proposal. 
 

 1.12   Evaluation of proposals  

The evaluation of bids will be based on the criteria below.  

Criteria  

The rate per generated KW 

Companies profile 

Accredited with DEWA 

 

1.13   Amendments 

During the proposal submission period, if ICBA decides to modify/change any requirement/s of the 
RFP, the modification/s shall be released through the issuance of an amendment to the RFP. Any 
amendment will be issued in writing and will be sent to all bidders. 

1.14   Confidentiality  

The entire evaluation procedure is confidential, and all proposals are for official use only and may not 
be communicated either to the bidders or to any party other than ICBA. 

1.15 Bid Cancellation 

ICBA has the right at any stage of the bidding process to cancel the whole bid without the need to 
give a justified reason to any of the bidders. Bidders will be notified in writing of the cancellations. 

 



 

 

 

1.16 Discussion/Negotiation  

ICBA will initiate discussions should clarification or negotiation be necessary. Bidders should be 
prepared to provide qualified personnel to discuss technical and contractual aspects of the proposal. 

 1.17 Award Letter & Contract  

ICBA reserves the option of contracting only for a portion of the specified project scope or of not 
awarding a contract to any bidder. Final approval to enter into a contract, the contract form and the 
scope of services to be provided pursuant to the contract, rests with ICBA. A contract may be 
awarded to more than one bidder based on the quality of the proposals and ICBA’s needs. Please 
note that an award letter is not a contract and can be withdrawn at ICBA’s sole discretion. 

The bidder’s failure to accept the award at the time of receiving notification will give ICBA the right to 
award the tender to the next bidder. 

1.18 Bidder Responsibility  

It is the responsibility of each bidder before submitting a proposal: 

• To examine thoroughly the contract documents and other related data identified in the 
proposal documents.  

• To consider federal and local laws and regulations that may affect costs, progress, 
performance or furnishing of the service. 

• To promptly notify the Procurement Section of all conflicts, errors, ambiguities or 
discrepancies in or between the contract documents and such other related documents. 

1.19 Governing Law and Language   

This tender is subject to and shall be construed according to the applicable laws and regulations of 
the United Arab Emirates. The bid documents and all notices pursuant to the provisions thereof shall 
be in English. 

II.    SCOPE OF WORK 

    2.0 The scope of work for the Grid-connected Solar PV system; 

(a)  Land preparation: 
 
ICBA will do the needful land preparation and land leveling and hand it over to the contractor. 
 
(b)  Government approvals:  
 
 The contractor will seek all the required approvals from Dubai Government and DEWA to 
 install the solar system on the ground as well as the approval for the grid connection. 
 ICBA will provide the needed authorization letters and related documents in this regard. 
                  
(c) Civil Work: 
 
The contractor will be responsible for: 
1. The construction of the concrete foundation for all the solar panels. 



 

 

2. Making the underground chambers for the solar panels  
3. Construction of concrete foundations for the power and disruptions panels  
4. Road cutting and civil digging for cable trenching from the solar panel’s location up to the LV                         
Room. 
   
(d) Supply and installation of solar panels:  
1. Supply and Install all the solar panels for the projects to generate the required power for ICBA per 
day as well as feeding the national grid by the same amount, to use it as credit for ICBA 
consumptions and make the electricity bill ZERO. 
2. Supply and install the steel structure base for the solar panels.  
 
(e) Power Cable Connection:  
1. Supply and install all the needful underground cabling with proper conduit and concrete chambers 
for the solar panels’ connection.  
2. Supply and install all the cables connected from the solar panel field to ICBA LV room.  
3. Supply and install all the cables from ICBA LV room to DEWA HV room.  
 
(f) Fencing around the block: 
Supply and install 545 meters of fencing around the solar panel field with the following specifications:  
 
1. Welded powder coated pipes with Hight of 3 meters and the distance between 3 meters as well. 
2. The concrete foundation for the GI pipes. 
3. On the top of the fence, there should be diagonal 50 CM of barbed wire. 
4. PVC coated net wires.  
 
(g) Automated control and monitoring system: 
  
Supply and install computer monitoring and control systems for the solar PV system with full access 
and reporting module. 
 
(h) Annual maintenance contract: 
The supplier will be responsible for maintaining and cleaning all system components mentioned for 
the lifetime of the leasing contract. 
 

2.1 Terms and Conditions for the contractor or supplier: 

(a) The contractor should be listed with DEWA and registered in SHAMS Dubai program of DEWA.   

Note: If the contractor would like to engage a third-party company to do full or partial scope of work, 
ICBA needs to be notified with all the details such as (Name of the company, trade license, scope of 
work…...etc.). ICBA reserves the right to approve or reject the third party or sub-contractor. 

The contractor will provide the corresponding warranty in his name for the scope of work assigned to 
the third party or sub-contractor. 

(b) The contractor should not be less than L.L.C with 8 to 10 years of experience in UAE market.  

(c) The contractor should have minimum of two similar projects in the UAE in his profile. 



 

 

(d) The contractor should submit clear proposal to ICBA for leasing the solar system with the rate for 
15, 20- and 25-years lease tenure.  

2.2 General Terms and Conditions:  

(a) ICBA will provide temporary storage for the equipment’s during the project. 

(b) The supplier must declare the source production of all the materials to be used in the project 
especially the solar panels.  

(c) The supplier must submit clear AutoCAD drawing for all project’s component cables, panels, 
chambers, etc.  

(d) ICBA will not provide any staff accommodation for the supplier during the project.  

(e) Minimum warranty for the project is 10 years for all the system components and should bear the 
name of the supplier/manufacturer.  
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