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Partnerships

BAC is not the only center working
in the field of saline irrigated agri-
culture. Research programs around
the world have studied salt-tolerance
in plants, particularly in low-rainfall
areas, and some have focused on irri-
gation with saline water, up to and
including seawater. However, little
of this work has focused on the
problems of farmers in the develop-

ing world or on developing solutions
suited to low-external-input agri-
culture.

BACs role is primarily to bring to
bear or adapt what is already known
to solve problems facing farmers and
greening programs in its mandate
areas. This will depend on the
Center’s ability to build partnerships
with national programs—including
ministries of agriculture and water

resources, universities, and research
centers—in the countries where it
works, as well as with regional and
international research centers, devel-
opment agencies and private sector
companies.

A central feature of these partner-
ships will be the involvement of all
parties in problem identification,
project planning, implementation
and reporting.

[BA('S TECHNICAL PROGRAM

AC’s basic philosophy is
that, together with its part-
ners, it should approach
biosalinity problems in an
integrated and holistic manner.

Indeed, it is one of BAC’s core

strengths that it has an integrated

base of scientific expertise covering
plant genetic resources, irrigation
and soil salinity management, and
specialized agronomy. Working

together, these specialists form a

strong core on which to build multi-

disciplinary research teams with our
partners.

The Center’s portfolio of research
and technology delivery is divided
into three programs:

* Genetic resources: The conser-
vation of germplasm of salt-
tolerant plants through the
introduction, characterization,
storage and distribution of poten-
tially salt-tolerant plants for pro-
duction under saline conditions

* Production and management
systems: The evaluation of field,
horticultural and halophytic crops
for varying levels of salinity in
irrigation water and the
development of irrigation
management and production
systems

* Information management,
networking and training;
Gathering, storing, synthesizing,
and disseminating information on
biosaline agriculture through a
global network of scientific
organizations and conduct of
professional training of scientists,
technology transfer and extension
programs
The Center has identified 11

priority research projects for the

period 2000-2004 (see below).

Priority research projects,
2000-2004

¢ Plant genetic resources acquisition
and conservation

e Screening of forage crops for salt
tolerance

e Screening and evaluation of
halophytes

* Performance and management of
irrigation systems for sustainable
crop production

* Management of soil salinity and
ferdility

e Management practices for salt-
tolerant annual and perennial

forage and fodder crops

* Management practices for forage
halophytes

* Propagation and management
practices for landscape and
ornamental halophytes

¢ Evaluation and documentation of
date palm genetic resources for
salinity tolerance

* Networking and information
management

* Human resource development
and technology transfer

Alfalfa growing at Al Ruwayyah, Dubai

Biosalinity News

Paul Neate
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